
Neighbor
to

Makiki/Punchbowl, Papakolea, Downtown, Chinatown, Kaka’ako, Nu’uanu, Liliha, 
Alewa, Kamehameha Heights, Kalihi Valley, Aiea, and Moanalua

C o u n c i l  D i s t r i c t  6

Dear Neighbors,

I would like to extend a warm 
mahalo to you for taking 
the time to read this month’s 
Neighborhood Board report, 
highlighting some of the unique 
challenges, tough concerns, and 
positive accomplishments that 
my staff and I undertake on a 
daily basis. I am heartened that 
with continued outreach and 
communication, we can work 
towards positive change in this 
unique, diverse community. 
Please contact me if you have 
an area of concern you’d like 
to address, or a person or 
organization that you’d like to 
acknowledge. I look forward 
to continuing to assist you in 
building a better community for 
all of us!

Mahalo nui loa, 

City Councilmember, District 6

(Continued on next page)
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Ja n u a r y 2022

Water Contamination involving Red Hill Fuel 
Storage 
During November-December 2021, my staff and I have been busy fielding 
requests for information over the safety of City drinking water in light of water 
contamination associated with the Red Hill Underground Storage Tanks (UST) 
facility.  
Throughout this timeframe, we have appreciated the substantive level of 
information and assistance provided by U.S. Representatives Case and Kahele, 
as well as Honolulu Board of Water Supply and State Department of Health 
in sharing timely, accurate and transparent updates on the status of pending 
investigations and decisions.  I am especially proud that the Honolulu City 
Council has steadfastly supported Honolulu Board of Water Supply for the 
past five years in urging relocation of the Red Hill fuel tanks to alternative 
above-ground storage facilities farther away from the BWS’ Halawa aquifer 
(Resolutions 18-266, CD1 and 19-270, CD1).

On December 15, 2021, the Council adopted Resolution 21-276, FD1, 
Urging the Permanent Removal and Relocation of the U.S. Navy Bulk 
Fuel Storage Facility Underground Storage Tanks, and adopted Bill 
48 (which establishes a City UST permit process for the Red Hill fuel 
storage tanks) on first reading.  
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On January 3, 2022, Department of Health Emergency Order issued on December 3, 2021 was upheld in a 
final decision (appealable within 30 days to the Circuit Court, Docket No. 21-UST-EA-02; copy of the 
Emergency Order is attached).
Of potential interest to Aiea/Halawa residents is the flushing plan for contaminated water retrieved from the 
Navy’s Red Hill UST facility.  Area legislators Kim, Johanson, Cordero and I toured Red Hill's upper and 
lower shafts with Cong. Kahele, his staff and Red Hill NAV-FAC members on January 6, 2022, and saw 
several carbon filtration systems located outside the lower shaft.  Navy personnel reported that contaminated 
water from the Red Hill Fuel Storage facility is being cleaned/filtered through the filtration systems, and 
flushed into Halawa Stream after contaminant removal is completed (see attached Dept. of Health’s press 
release regarding the Interagency Drinking Water System Team).

Update on Illegal Vacation Rental Legislation 
Bill 41 (2021), Relating to Transient Accommodations, was introduced on October 19, 2021;however, 
the draft of the bill submitted to the Honolulu City Council did not include recommendations made by 
the Honolulu Planning Commission.  A Proposed CD1 amendment to Bill 41 was submitted to the City 
Council on November 4th (Dept. Communications 734:  https://hnldoc.ehawaii.gov/hnldoc/document-
download?id=12380), and numerous testimonies have been submitted on the bill to date.

The Council’s Zoning and Planning Committee is scheduling an informational briefing on the proposed CD1 
amendments to Bill 41 during a special Zoning & Planning Committee meeting in January.  We will alert NB 
#14 members when we receive a copy of the agenda.

I encourage NB #20 members to review Bill 41 (2021) testimonies carefully to see whether the City’s proposal 
(Bill 41, Proposed CD1) addresses enforcement concerns over illegal vacation rentals in Aiea Heights, 
Halawa Heights and within Ulune Street/Aiea Heights Drive neighborhoods.

Please contact Senior Advisor Kimberly Ribellia at kribellia@honolulu.gov if you have additional questions. 

Illegal Dumping on 
Aiea Heights Drive/
Waiakea Place
Mahalo to NB #20 member Tsuji 
for reporting the illegal dumping 
of unsightly bulky items on the 
Diamond Head side of Aiea 
Heights Drive at the Waiakea 
Place intersection.  One such 
illegally-dumped bulky item 
included an 8-foot long sofa.   
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Mayor Blangiardi Announces Restrictions of Large Indoor Events
On January 5, 2022, Mayor Blangiardi announced restrictions on large indoor events with the spread of the 
highly transmissible Omicron COVID-19 variant.  

Emergency Order 2022-01 is in effect from January 10, 2022 to January 31, 2022.  The emergency order limits 
large indoor gatherings of more than 1,000 individuals to 50% capacity.  This means that if an event believes it 
will consist of 1,000 attendees, the event venue must have a total capacity of more than 2,000 people.   

To view the current Safe O‘ahu Response Plan, visit the website: https://www.oneoahu.org/safe-oahu-
response-plan.  

To find out where to get vaccinated, obtain booster shots or find testing sites, please visit https://
www.oneoahu.org/vaccine or https://www.oneoahu.org/covid-testing.



STATE OF HAWAll
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTE BRANCH
UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK SECTION

EMERGENCY ORDER

TO:THEUN汀EDSTATESDEPARTMENTOFTHENAVY, �DocketNo,21"UST"EA"02 

c/oREARADMIRALTIMO丁HYKOTT, �Re:EmergencyChange-ln-Service 　andDefue=ngof20 

COMMANDERNAVYREGIONHAWA用 

850Ticonde「OgaSt.,SuitellO UndergroundSto「ageTanks, 

JBPHH,Hawaii96860_5101, �RedH紺BuikFuelStorage 

Fac冊y 

Respondent. 

This Emergency Order (く`EO”) is an administrative action initiated pursuant to chapters 91 and 342L of the

Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) and chapte「S 「 l-1 and =-280.1 ofthe Hawaii Administrative Rules

(HAR) by the DEPAR丁MEN丁OF HEAL丁H (theくくDepartment’’) against THE UNITED STA丁ES

DEPAR丁MENT OF THE NAVY, C/o ADMIRAL TIMOTHY KOTT, COMMANDER NAVY REGION HAWAll

(the “Respondent’’) and is based upon recent impacts on the Respondent’s drinking water system

incident to the operation o=he Red H紺BuIk Fuel Storage Fac冊y (the “Fac冊y”). Respondent is the

owner and ope「ator of the Fac冊y. This EO conce「ns only the issues iden珊ed he「ein and does not

function to preclude o川mjt actions by any pub=c agency or private party The Department 「eserves the

「ight to bring other actions as may be necessa「y to p「OteCt Pub“c health and the envi「onment.

○○　AUTHORITY AND BACKGROUND

Statutes/Ru Ies Section 342L-9, HRS, StateS that:
``§342L_9 Emergency powers; PrOCedu「es" (a) Notwithstanding any othe「 iaw to the

COntrary言f the gove「nor or the director determines that an imminent per旧O human

heaIth and safety orthe environmen自S O「 W川be caused by:

(1) A release;

(2) Any action taken in 「esponse to a reiease from an underground storage tank or

tank system; O「

(3) The insta=ation o「 operation of an underground sto「age tank o「 tank system;

that requires immediate action, the govemor or the di「ecto「, Without a pub=c hea「jng,

may o「der any person causing or contributing to the per旧o immediateIy reduce or

StOP the reIease o「 activity, and may take any and a= othe「 actions as may be

necessary. The o「de「 shaII fix a place and time, nO=ate「 than twenty-fou「 hours

the「eafte「, for a hea「ing to be heId befo「e the director.

(b) Nothing in this section sha= be const「ued to =mit any powe「 Which the gove「no「

O「 any Othe「 office「 may have to decIare an eme「gency and act on the basis of such

decla「ation言f such power is confer「ed by statute o「 COnStitutional p「0Vision, O「

inheres in the office.’’

Pagel of5



Docket No. 21-UST-EA-02

On or about November 28, 2021 , the Respondent began receiving COmPIaints from

wate「 users from the Respondent,s water system 「egarding a gas or fuel odor from

their drinking wate「.

On or about Decembe「 2, 2021, the Respondent identified the source offuel

contamination to be the Red H岨Shaft, One Of the drinking wate「 SOu「CeS that

Services the Respondent’s wate「 system.

As of December 3, 2O21 , the Department received nearly 5OO compiaints, mOStly

from 「esjdents or custome「s serviced by the Respondent’s water system

COmPIaining of fueI o「 Chemical sme= from thei「 d「inking wate「・

The are no on-Site remedies avaiIable to treat the wate「 「io「 to dist「ibution.

Backg「ou nd On Janua「y 13, 2O14, the Respondent discovered a loss offuei from Tank

twenty (20) bulk fuel sto「age tanks (theく。Bulk Fuel Sto「age Tanksl’) at the Fac硝ty and

immediately notified the Department and the United States Envi「onmental Protection

Agency (`(EPA’り(CO=ectiveIy the “Regulatory Agencies’’)・ On January 1 6, 2014, the

Respondent verbally notified the Department and EPA of a confirmed release of a

regulated substance from Tank 5・ On January 23’2014, the Respondent provided

w皿en no描cation to the Depa巾ment. The Respondent estimated the fue=oss at

approximateIy 27,000 ga=ons.

On 201 5, the Respondent, the Defense Logistics Agency and the Reguiatory

Agencies entered into an Administrative Order on Consent (the “AOC’事O take steps

to ensu「e that the groundwater resou「Ce in the vic剛y of the Fac冊y is protected and

to ensure that the Fac冊y is ope「ated and maintained in a= enVi「Onmenta=y

P「OteCtive manner.

On March 17, 2020 and June 2, 202O, the Respondent no珊ed Department ofa

「elease of a 「egulated substance to s而ace water at HoteI Pie「・ In a Ietter dated

June 30, 2021 , the Department made the determination that a 「eIease occur「ed f「om

the Facility.

On May 7, 2021, the Respondent reported a pipeIine release of a regulated

substance that occurred on May 6, 2O21 that released app「OXimateIy l,00O ga=ons

of fueI, Which a significant portion was 「ecove「ed" Based on the Respondent’s 「eport

of Root Cause AnaIysis ofthe JP-5 Pipe冊e Damage, dated September 7, 2021Jhe

pipe=ne 「eIeases near Tanks #18 and #20 we「e due to a dynamic t「ansient su「ge

「esuIting f「om the Cont「oI Room Operator faiiure to fo=ow the vaIve opening and

cIosing sequence. The Respondent estimated the amount of JP-5 reIeased in the

Iowe「 Red H紺Tunnel was l,618 ga=ons, Of which l ,580 gal10nS We「e reCOVe「ed.

The Respondent reporfed that 38 ga=ons were unaccounted for and・ the「efore’

released into the environment.

On JuIy 23, 2021 , the Responde=t Subm皿ed a confi「med 「eIease notification form

that indicated that app「oximately 150 ga=ons of a 「eguiated substance was 「eleased

at K=o Pier in a boomed area ofthe surface water. Approximately =O galIons were
recove「ed.

0n Novembe「 9, 2021Jhe Department was而ormed bythe medfa of anothe「 Surge

event that occur「ed on September 29, 2021 , Afte「 an inquiry by the Department, On

November 12, 2021, the Respondent asserted on November 17, 2021 that no

release occur「ed during the event.

On November 20-21, 2021, the Respondent 「eported a 「eIease of wate「 and fuel

f「om a c「ack in a vaIve in the fire suppression d「ain =ne and atthe time about 9,OOO

a=ons were recove「ed. Accordin to the Res Ondent’s ress release,
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app「oximately 14,000 ga=ons of wate「 and fuei were contained and recovered. The

incident occu「red % mile downh冊f「om the bulk fuel storage tanks. The

Respondent,s investigation regarding the release is ongoing.

On November 29, 2021, Admiral Samuel Paparo, Commande「, ∪・S・ Pacific Fleet

ordered a command investigation into the Novembe「 2O, 2021言ncident and

reopened the investigation on the May 6 incident・

On December 5, 2021 , the Respondent submitted to the Department a Confi「med

Reiease Notification Fo「m, fo「 the November 20, 2021 「elease of approximately

14,000 ga=ons of a mix ofwater and fueI f「Om a fire suppression drai両ne in the

tunneI downh用ofthe BuIk FueI Sto「a e Tanks.

AdditionaI

j ustification

The Respondent has consistently been unable to submit

Satisfaction of the Department"

AOC de=verabies to the

The 2021 incidences directIy refute the Respondent,s ciaims in the Tank Upgrade

AIte「natives Decision Document that the Red H旧system of systems” is protective of

groundwater" The Respo=dent,s tank upgrade proposaI recommends continuing
current design and ope「ation" The ReguIatory Agencjes disapproved the

Respondent,s submission in 2020 and the Respondent,s 「esubmission is sig「南cantly

flawed and fails to adequately address key regulato「y conce「ns"

The Respondent’s Groundwater FIow ModeI outputs do not match important fieId

conditions, and therefore are un「e=able for decision-making. Beginning no late「 than

2018, the Reguiato「y Agencies have repeatedly and consistentiy p「OVided’and

Respondent has consistently 「ejected, Significant technical co「rective comment on

the Respondent,s ConceptuaI Site Model, the purpose of which is to desc「ibe the

hydrogeoIogic site conditions, and Respondent’s p「e=minary Groundwater FIow

Models, the purpose of which is to determine groundwater movement as may be

「elated to contaminant t「ansport. The deficjencies in both models have not been

adequately addressed.

The lnvestigation and Remediation of Releases 「epo両S based on the Respondent’s

groundwater fIow modeI and the「efo「e camot be accepted as an approp「iate long・

term remedy for a旧ypes of future releases. Thus’Significant prog「ess to mitigate

the risk offuture reIeases has not been made.

ln addition, Water qua=ty data show sign南cant increases in totaI petroleum

hydrocarbon as oil detections at Red H川Shaft and relative increases around the

BuIk Fuel Storage Tanks. Wh=e the May 6 incident is a possibIe cause of the
increase, the si乙e Ofthe impact a「ea shown i両he we= data does not appear to

COr「eIate with the Respondent’s description of the incident (release of 38 g訓OnS tO

the envi「onment-fa「 Iess than wouId be expected given the increased

concentrations observed in the we= field since the May 6 event)"丁his type of

uncertainty diminishes timeIy and accurate iden輔Cation of risk and associated

「esponse measu「es. This uncertainty, tOgethe「 With delays in receiving labo「ato「y

data, limits the Respondent’s ab冊y to activate app「OPriate sp旧esponse actions and

OPPOrfunities for 「apid 「esponse・

The November 20, 2021 incident may have also reIeased a mlxture of wate「 anc=uel

into the envi「onment. The incident 10Cation is significantiy cIoser to the Red Hi=

Shaft. This add嗣onal uncertainty without in-Place recovery and remediaI measures

inc「eases risk.

The Fac冊y does not p「ovide necessa「y envi「onmental protection to 「apidiy identify

and remediate fue=eaks. The Fac冊y lacks inf「ast「uctu「e and p「ocedu「es to rapidly

and contain subte「「anean fueI s i=s and treat drinkin water to ensure safe
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andcleandrinki=gWaterisco=tinuouslyava=abIetoRespondent’swatercustome「s. 

Giventhenumbe「ofincidencesthathaveoccurredattheFac冊ywithinthelastyea「, 

andinvjewofthecu「rentdrjnkingwatercontamination,theRespondenthasnot 

demonst「atedthatimmediateandappropriateresponseactionsareavaiiabIe,and 

the「eforecamotensurethatimmediateandapprop「iateresponseactionsw冊be 

availableshouidanother「eieaseoccursinthefutu「e,TheriskofanyadditionaI 

contaminantsintheaquife「o「lackofimmediateactionnowmayexace「batethe 

Cu「rentSituationandfurtherjeopa「dizeouraquife「system. 

岨　ORDER

Respondent is hereby orde「ed to:

1. lmmediately suspend ope「ations incIuding, but no川mited t〇十ueI transfers at the Bulk FueI

Storage Tanks at the Fac冊y. Respondent shall, howeve「, maintain envi「Onmental controIs,

「elease detection and 「elease 「esponse p「otocoIs, and comp=ance with app=cable 「eguIations・

2. Take immediate steps to insta= a d「inking water t「eatment system or systems at Red H冊Shaftto

ensure dist「ibution of drinking water conforms to the standa「ds presc「ibed by the Safe D「inking

Water Act and app=cabIe 「eguiations and minimize movement of the contaminant plume(S). The

t「eatment system(S) sha= be 「eviewed and approved by the Department prio「 to insta=ahon and

Sha= be insta=ed as expeditiousIy as p「acticable"

3. Within 30 days of receipt of th-S EO, Submit a workpian and impiementation scheduie’P「ePa「ed

by a qua=fied independent third party app「OVed by the Department) tO aSSeSS the Fac冊y

ope「ations and system integrity to safely defuel the Bulk Fuel Storage Tanks. Upon the

Department’s approval of the assessment, WO「kpian and implementation scheduIe】 COnduct

necessa「y 「epai「s and make necessa「y changes in ope「ations to add「ess a=y deficiencies

identified in the assessment and workplan. Corrective actions sha= be perfo「med as

expeditiously as possible"

4. Within 30 days of compIetion of 「equired co「rective actions under item 3, defue=he Buik Fuel

Sto「age Tanks at the Fac冊y, Any refueIing sha= be suPject to a determination by the

Department that it is protective of human health and the environment.

5. Within 30 days of 「eceipt of this EO submit a workplan and impIementation scheduie, P「ePared by

a quaiified independent third party app「OVed by the Department, tO aSSeSS OPe「ations and system

integrity of the Fac冊y to dete「mine desig= and ope「ationaI deficiencies that may impact the

environment and deveIop recommendations for corrective action. Submit the assessment,

p「oposed wo「k and recommendations for corrective action to the Department with an

implementation scheduIe. Upon the Department’s approva上Perform work and implement

corrective actions. Corrective actions sha= be performed as expeditiously as possible・

This EO becomes final and enforceabie afte「 a hearing which is currentIy scheduled fo「 December 7,

2021 , at l :00 p.m" With the Department,s Hea「ings Office「 via Zoom’O「 Other sim=ar eIectronic platform

(Wit…nks to be provided to both Respondent and the public fortheir participation). 1f you wish to waive

your 「ight to contest this EO at a hearing, yOu may COmmunicate this intention to the Hea「ings Officer, C/o

Di「ecto「 of HeaIth, Department of Heaith, 125O Punchbowi Street】 Thi「d FIoor’Honolulu, H1 96813 and to

the So=d and Haza「dous Waste Branch, Department of HeaIth, 2827 Waimano Home Road #1OO, Pea「i

City, Hawaii 96782. Waive「 ofthe hea「ing w冊Ob=gate you to comply with this EO.

At the hea「ing, yOu maySeek to avoid any ob=gations presc「ibed in this EO, and the Department may

seek to impose any additionai ob=gations necessary to protect pu胡C heaIth and the envi「Onment" Parties

may present evidence and w軸esses on thei「 behaIf’and may examine and c「OSS-eXamjne a= witnesses
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and evidence p「esented by the Department. Parties may be rep「esented by attomeys at thei「 own

expense, Or they may represent themseIves. Any hearing w川be in acco「dance with chapter 91’HRS’

and chapte「 l l-1, HAR・ The final adm面st「ative decision w冊be made at the concIusion ofthe hearing

and w用be based upon alI the evidence presented during the hearing.

一f you have questions, P-ease ca帖ene lchinotsubo’P.E.’Acting Chief of the So=d and Hazardous Waste

B「anch at (808) 586-4226. 1f you have special needs due to a disab冊y and require accommodation to

aid you in participating in the hea「ing o「 p「e-hearing confe「e=Ce・ PIease contact the Hea「ings Office「 at

(808) 586-4409 (VOice) o「 through the Teiecommunications Reiay Service (71 1), at ieast ten (10) wo「king

days befo「e the hearing o「 P「e-hearing conference date.

DATED:　　　HonoIuIu, Hawaii

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Wade H. Harg「ove旧

Deputy Attomey Gene「al

Dec 6, 2021

DEPARTMEN丁OF HEALTH

STA丁E OF HAWA=

′く姦勉ル〆る

KATHLEEN S. HO

Deputy Director for Environmental Health
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