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Councilmember Serving

RADIANT HONOLULU CITY
COUNCIL DISTRICT 7
CORDERO

A MESSAGE FROM COUNCILMEMBER CORDERO

As we recover from the effects of Tropical Storm Lala and Hurricane Lowell, I want to remind residents to continue
exercising caution throughout our communities. Please remain alert for storm-related debris, downed trees and power
lines, and non-functioning traffic signals, which should be treated as all-way stops. Drivers should follow directions
from emergency personnel and move over for responding emergency vehicles. Please remain alert and travel safely
with aloha.

Residents can report non-emergency City issues and request services through HNL 311, including potholes, damaged
signs, storm drains, roadside debris, overgrown vegetation, traffic signals, streetlights, trees, and other City-related
concerns. To report an issue, visit hnl311.com. For more information about reporting a City issue, visit
honolulucitycouncil.org/report-city-issue.

Mabhalo,
Radiant Cordero

HONOLULU’S YOUTH COMMISSION WELCOMES NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS

On August 20, Councilmember Cordero attended the swearing-in ceremony for the Honolulu Youth Commission’s new
and returning members. Council District 7 is represented by Arabella Cruz of Farrington High School, who was
appointed to serve a second term on the Commission.

Councilmember Cordero also attended the Commission’s first meeting and looks forward to Arabella’s continued
contributions and leadership in representing District 7.
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HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL WELCOMES SAKAIMACHI DELEGATION

The Honolulu City Council welcomed the mayor and visiting officials from Sakaimachi, Japan, to celebrate the sister
city relationship established eight years ago. The visit included a panel discussion on shared priorities, including
tourism, investment in education, culture, and local environmental efforts. The delegation also included 36 students,
ranging from elementary to high school age, who will participate in a homestay cultural exchange program. The
exchange provides students with an opportunity to connect, build friendships, and experience Hawai‘i culture
firsthand. Councilmember Cordero is especially proud that Makalapa Elementary School and ‘Aliamanu Elementary
School, both located in Council District 7, participate in the exchange each year.

COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER TO IMPROVE THE SALT LAKE WATERWAY

On August 15, Councilmember Cordero joined Operation Clean Sweep and community volunteers for a Genki Ball-
making event focused on improving the health of the Salt Lake Waterway. On August 29, she joined the group again to
toss the Genki Balls into the waterway in partnership with the Honolulu Country Club. Together, volunteers made and
tossed more than 2,300 Genki Balls into the waterway as part of an ongoing effort to improve water quality. The health
of the Salt Lake Waterway has been a longstanding concern for nearby residents, and these community-led efforts
provide an opportunity to take action while bringing neighbors together to care for their local environment.

MISS HAWAI‘I FILIPINA CONTESTANTS VISIT HONOLULU HALE

Councilmembers Cordero and Matt Weyer welcomed the Miss Hawai‘i Filipina
contestants to Honolulu Hale. During their visit, the contestants gathered in the
Council Chamber, where Councilmember Cordero shared the history of Honolulu
Hale and discussed the role and kuleana of the Honolulu City Council.

Earlier this month, the contestants competed for the title of Miss Hawai ‘i Filipina.
Councilmember Cordero extends her congratulations to this year’s winner,
O‘ahu’s own Darlyn Melchor Dayoan!
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

Bill 41 (2026), CD1, FD1 - Relating to Transportation

The Council approved Bill 41 (2026), CD1, FD1, Relating to Transportation, to align City ordinances with a recently
enacted State law (Act 259) pertaining to the classification, regulation, and safe operation of electric bicycles and
electric micro-mobility devices. Of note, Act 259:

e Defines and establishes different classifications (motor wattages and top speeds) for electric bicycles and safe
riding behavior guidelines.

e Restricts mopeds and electric motorcycles from being operated on bicycle lane and paths.

e Allows for the seizure of any non-road-legal or nonconforming electric bicycle or high-speed electric device for
violations of the law.

e Prohibits a person under the age of sixteen from operating certain classes of electric bicycles without direct
supervision.

e Prohibits a person from operating a bicycle or electric foot scooter under the age of eighteen without a helmet.

Further, Bill 41 includes the following additional provisions:

e Regulates riding electric bicycles on sidewalks under certain circumstances, such as being operated at less than 10
miles per hour.

e Prohibits on bikeways: (1) driving a vehicle, other than a bicycle, electric foot scooter, or electric micro-mobility
device, with specified exceptions; and (2) operating mopeds or electric motorcycles.

e Requires the reclassification of electric bicycles or electric foot scooters operated upon a highway, bikeway, or
sidewalk when modifications or alterations are made such that the vehicle exceeds speed or wattage limits.

e Requires electric system and battery compliance for electric bicycles, electric foot scooters, and electric micro-
mobility devices operated in an area designated by the City Traffic Code for their use.

e Prohibits parking a moped in a bicycle rack.

Following the Mayor’s approval of Bill 41 on August 20, it is hoped that the new law and ordinances will reduce the
recent increase in accidents and fatalities related to e-bike use and address the unsafe riding of e-bikes, bicycles,
mopeds, electric micro-mobility devices, and foot scooters on our roadways, bike paths, and sidewalks.

INSURANCE CLAIMS AFTER TROPICAL STORM LALA

As severe weather affects the State, the Hawai‘i Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (DCCA) Insurance
Division is reminding residents to protect their property and file insurance claims as quickly and smoothly as possible.
If your home, vehicle, or personal property has been damaged by Tropical Storm Lala, contact your insurance company
or agent right away to report the loss. Ask for your claim number and confirm any deadlines for filing or submitting
documentation. Starting your claim promptly can help avoid delays.

Document all damage by taking clear photos or videos. If it is safe to do so, keep damaged items until the insurance
adjuster has seen them. Take reasonable steps to prevent further damage, but avoid making permanent repairs until
your insurer has approved them. Keep records of expenses related to the damage, including temporary repairs and
other storm-related costs, and save all receipts.

Residents should also review their insurance policies to understand what is covered and what is not. Most standard
homeowners, condominium unit-owners, and renters insurance policies do not cover flood damage, which generally
requires separate flood insurance.

The Hawai‘i Insurance Division has resources available to help residents navigate the claims process, including a Post-
Disaster Insurance Claims Guide (cca.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/hi-post-disaster-claims-guide.pdf) with
practical tips on documenting losses, understanding coverage, and working with insurers after a disaster. For claim-
filing tips, disaster recovery resources, and assistance with insurance-related concerns, visit cca.hawaii.gov/ins or
contact the Hawai ‘i Insurance Division at 1-844-808-DCCA (3222), ext. 4.
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CITY WAIVES PERMIT FEES, STREAMLINES EMERGENCY REPAIRS FOLLOWING
TROPICAL STORM LALA

The City and County of Honolulu’s Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) is helping O‘ahu residents recover
from damage caused by Tropical Storm Lala by allowing certain emergency building repair work to begin before a
permit is obtained. Eligible emergency repairs may begin without first obtaining a building permit, provided that a
permit application is submitted on the next working day after work begins. DPP is also waiving permit fees directly
related to storm-damage cleanup and repair work.

Emergency repair work may proceed without a permit if the work does not expand the size, height, or area of the
structure; does not make the structure less safe than it was prior to the damage; uses materials similar to the original
construction; and complies with applicable city ordinances and building code safety requirements.

Residents and property owners should check their property’s flood zone before beginning emergency repair work.
Properties located in a Special Flood Hazard Area, including Zones A, AE, AEF, AH, AO, V, and VE, may be subject
to additional permitting and floodplain requirements.

Permit applications should be submitted through HNL Build: https://honolulu.my.site.com/s/. DPP encourages property
owners to use licensed contractors for repair work. Property owners with questions about emergency repairs,
permitting, or flood-zone requirements may contact DPP at dpp@honolulu.gov.

To view the full press release and additional recovery resources, visit honolulu.gov/dpp/city-waives-permit-fees-
streamlines-emergency-repairs-following-tropical-storm-lala/.

THE CITY’S INTEGRATED PLAN FOR THE FUTURE OF O‘AHU’S WASTEWATER AND STORM
WATER SYSTEMS

The City’s Department of Environmental Services (ENV) hosted a series of community meetings on September 2, 3, and
10 to discuss the Integrated Plan, which will help guide future improvements to wastewater and stormwater systems
across O‘ahu.

The Integrated Plan is intended to help the City identify and prioritize projects that can improve water quality and protect
public health while considering available resources and the needs of O‘ahu communities. The planning process
considers the costs and benefits of potential projects and helps establish priorities for future investments in wastewater
and stormwater infrastructure.

The meetings provided an overview of the Integrated Plan and why it is important to O‘ahu. ENV also shared results
from the recent O‘ahu Clean Water Survey, which gathered community input on water quality priorities, and discussed
the next steps in developing the plan.

Visit Honolulu.gov/ENV/Integrated-Plan to watch the recorded community meetings and learn more about the City’s
Integrated Plan.
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CITY LOWERS SCHOOL ZONE SPEED LIMITS TO IMPROVE SAFETY FOR O‘AHU STUDENTS

The City and County of Honolulu’s Department of Transportation Services (DTS) is lowering speed limits in school
zones across O‘ahu to improve roadway safety, in accordance with City Council Ordinance 24-32. Under the new
ordinance, the speed limit in school zones on City roadways will be reduced from 25 mph, when children are present, to
20 mph from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on school days. As part of this Complete Streets and Vision Zero initiative, DTS will
install new 20 mph speed limit signs and replace or add school zone signage within 1,000 feet of schools where signs
are missing, faded, damaged, or no longer meet current federal standards.

With more than 200 schools across O‘ahu, the effort requires the fabrication, installation, and replacement of roughly
10,000 traffic signs. Due to the scale of the project and available resources, implementation will occur in phases over
the coming years, beginning mostly around public schools. Priority school zones within each City Council district were
identified using a data-driven approach that considered school enrollment, Title I status, the number of students living
within walking distance, grade levels served, crash history, and documented speeding concerns. Farrington High
School is first on the list, as DTS has started the bidding process.

For school zones located on roadways outside the City’s jurisdiction, DTS will coordinate with the appropriate roadway
owner or agency to request corresponding reductions in school zone speed limits. If there are any questions or
concerns, please email completestreets @honolulu.gov.

DRIVER LICENSING CENTERS ADJUST TESTING SCHEDULE TO EXPAND RENEWAL
APPOINTMENTS

To meet a significant increase in demand for driver’s license renewals, the City and County of Honolulu is adjusting
operations at its driver licensing centers by reducing the number of in-office days for permit tests. The change frees up
additional appointment slots for driver’s license renewals and other licensing transactions, helping reduce wait times
and improve service for O‘ahu residents.

The increased demand is expected to continue through December 2027. In-office permit testing is now available on the
following days:

Kapalama Driver Licensing Center - Tuesdays and Thursdays
Kapolei Driver Licensing Center - Mondays and Wednesdays
Ko‘olau Driver Licensing Center - Wednesdays

Wahiawa Driver Licensing Center - Tuesdays

Wai‘anae Driver Licensing Center - Tuesdays

Applicants can complete the permit test online without an appointment through the Honolulu Online Permit Test Portal.
The test is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and can be taken from any location with internet access and a
computer equipped with a working webcam. Mobile devices, including smartphones and tablets, are not compatible
with the online testing system.

Applicants who successfully complete the online permit test must still schedule a brief follow-up appointment at a
driver licensing center to complete the permit issuance process. For more information, visit honolulu.gov/csd.
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THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND PERMITTING NOW REQUIRES CIVCHECK FOR
ELIGIBLE RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

Photo Courtesy of Press Release

Effective since September 1, 2026, the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) now requires applicants to use the
CivCheck Guided AI pre-application process before submitting permit applications for eligible residential projects.
Applications that do not use CivCheck will be rejected during pre-application review and directed to complete the
CivCheck process before resubmittal.

Projects required to use CivCheck:

e New construction, additions, and alterations of residential single-family, two-family, and duplex projects
e Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and ‘Ohana units

Projects not required to use CivCheck:

e Commercial projects

Electrical meter installations
General electrical work

Electric vehicle charger installations
General plumbing work

Fences

Retaining walls

Rewire projects

Solar projects

Projects eligible for “Quick Permits” should not be submitted through CivCheck.

CivCheck is an Al-guided pre-application review tool that helps applicants identify and address potential issues before
submitting a permit application. It does not replace DPP’s official plan review or guarantee permit approval. DPP
reports that applicants using CivCheck have saved an average of 40.5 days during the permit review process.

Applicants can get started by requesting a free CivCheck account, creating a project, uploading plans and supporting
documents, and completing the guided pre-check process. Once completed, applicants will receive a CivCheck ID and

watermarked plans to use when submitting their permit application through HNL Build.

Create a CivCheck account: https://www.honolulu.gov/dpp/create-a-civcheck-account/

Get started with CivCheck: https://www.honolulu.gov/dpp/getting-started-with-civcheck/

To view the full press release, visit honolulu.gov/dpp/dpp-to-require-civcheck-for-eligible-residential-projects-
beginning-sept-1.
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HONOLULU PARKS AND RECREATION STANDARDIZES FIELD PERMITTING SYSTEM
ISLANDWIDE

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is implementing a standardized permitting system for outdoor play
fields across O‘ahu to promote fair and transparent access, improve communication among field users, and better
manage scheduling conflicts.

The new Field User Meeting process brings organizations seeking field permits together with DPR staff to coordinate
schedules and address potential conflicts. The permitting system is organized into two blocks: Winter—Spring
(December 1-May 31) and Summer—Fall (June 1-November 30).

DPR hosted informational Zoom meetings on September 1, 3, and 9, to explain the new permitting process and answer
questions. More information, including application periods, meeting schedules, and permitting guidelines, is available
at honolulu.gov/dpr/outdoor-field-permitting/.

To view the full press release, visit honolulu.gov/dpr/city-news/field-user-meeting.

DEMOLITION MARKS NEXT STEP IN REDEVELOPMENT OF FORMER DEE LITE BAKERY
SITE

The City and County of Honolulu marked the start of demolition at the former Dee Lite Bakery property, clearing the
way for a future affordable housing development that will help create new homes for Honolulu residents.

Located at 1907 Eluwene Street, directly across from the future Mokauea (Kalihi) Skyline Station, the site is being
developed as part of the Blangiardi Administration’s housing strategy to activate transit-oriented development areas
along the Skyline corridor.

The Dee Lite property is one of several City-owned sites being advanced for future affordable housing development.
Over the past year, the City has activated a pipeline of more than 2,500 planned homes on City-owned land through
public-private partnerships and strategic redevelopment initiatives, representing one of the most ambitious affordable
housing efforts in the City’s history.

Planning, procurement, and community engagement for the Dee Lite redevelopment will continue as the City advances
the project toward future affordable housing. Once complete, the redevelopment will help transform publicly-owned
land into new housing opportunities that allow more Honolulu residents to live near jobs, services, and public transit.

Demolition activities, being performed by RHS Lee, are expected to take approximately one month, weather and site
conditions permitting. During this time, the public can expect increased construction activity, including heavy
equipment, construction vehicles, dust suppression measures and intermittent noise, during normal daytime working
hours. Traffic impacts are expected to be minimal, and appropriate safety measures will be maintained throughout the
demolition process.

To learn more about the Dee Lite redevelopment and demolition project, visit https://www.honolulu.gov/demo/.

To learn more about the Kalihi Neighborhood Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Plan, visit
https://www.honolulu.gov/tod/neighborhoods/kalihi/.

To learn more about the future Mokauea (Kalihi) Skyline Station, visit https://honolulutransit.org/mokauea/.

To view the full press release, visit honolulu.gov/mayor/demolition-marks-next-step-in-redevelopment-of-former-dee-
lite-bakery-site.
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$140,000 IN HOME EXEMPTIONS AVAILABLE TO O‘AHU HOMEOWNERS;
FILE BEFORE THE SEPTEMBER 30, 2026, DEADLINE

The City is encouraging homeowners without a home exemption, to file for one with the Real Property Assessment
Division (“RPAD”) before the deadline of September 30, 2026, to receive a significant reduction on their real property
assessment and tax.

A claim for the home exemption can be filed to qualify for an exemption amount of $140,000 for homeowners under
the age of 65 as well as for homeowners who do not have their birthdate on file. This means that $140,000 is deducted
from the assessed value of the property, and the homeowner is taxed on the remaining balance. For homeowners aged
65 years and older, the exemption amount is $180,000. To qualify for this higher exemption, homeowners must be 65
years or older on or before June 30 preceding the tax year for which the exemption is claimed. If you have an existing
home exemption with no change to ownership or use, you do not need to reapply.

Persons filing for the home exemption should provide age verification. Contact RPAD if you need to confirm we have
your date of birth on file. Homeowners must live on the property as their principal residence. The home exemption is
granted based on the age of the senior homeowner among all owners with a claim on record. Property owners with an
existing home exemption and a birthdate on file do not need to reapply for the new exemption amount, as the
exemption will automatically increase based on the homeowner’s age. If you are filing as a trust, please provide the
trust document when submitting.

The City’s Department of Budget and Fiscal Services also reminds homeowners to file a home exemption with RPAD
to replace a deceased claimant with a surviving owner who has a home exemption on file to avoid losing their home
exemption.

This exemption will take effect on July 1, 2027, and will continue for each tax year unless there is a change affecting
eligibility.

Other changes in status — such as the claimant’s ownership of the property or relocation of the principal home to a
different property — will cause the exemption to be disallowed. The owner-claimant must report the change in status to
RPAD within 30 days. Failure to notify RPAD of the changes may subject the homeowner to back taxes and a civil
penalty for each year that the change remains unreported.

be hand-delivered or mailed to either RPAD office. For a receipted copy when mailing, enclose a stamped self-
addressed envelope. For proof of filing, mail the claim form via certified or registered mail and retain the receipt.
Additional exemption and real property assessment information can also be found online. Homeowners may also
check the website under “Property Records Search” to see if they already have a home exemption in effect. Inquiries
may be submitted via email to bfsrpmailbox @honolulu.gov or by calling (808) 768-3799.

Real Property Assessment Division
842 Bethel Street, Basement
Honolulu, HI 96813

Real Property Assessment Division
1000 Ulu‘ochi‘a Street, #2006
Kapolei, HI 96707
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CONNECT WITH ME HELPFUL LINKS

Honolulu Hale
530 South King St. Room 202
Honolulu, HI 96813

Honolulu City Council Website:
honolulucitycouncil.org

City Council Bills & Resolutions Search:

Phone: (308) 768-5007 hnldoc.ehawaii.gov/hnldoc
Email: rcordero@honolulu.gov

Submit Testimony:
Councilmember Cordero’s Correspondences: hnldoc.ehawaii.gov/hnldoc/testimony
tinyurl.com/D7-Documents

Watch Committee Meetings:
District 7 Website: youtube.com/@honolulucitycouncil

honolulucitycouncil.org/district-7-cordero

Report City-related Issues via HNL 311:
Instagram & Facebook: @councilmembercordero HNL311.com

Stay Updated with HNL Alerts:

Subscribe to my e-Newsletters:
hnlalert.gov

tinyurl.com/sub2district7

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

09/22/26

10:00 a.m. - Budget Committee

1:00 p.m. - Energy, Environment & Sustainability Committee
2:30 p.m. - Housing, Homelessness & Parks Committee

09/23/26

9:30 a.m. - Infrastructure, Transportation & Technology Committee
1:00 p.m. - Government Efficiency & Customer Services Committee
2:30 p.m. - Executive Management Committee (as needed)

09/24/26

9:00 a.m. - Zoning & Planning Committee

1:00 p.m. - Public Safety & Economy Committee
2:30 p.m. - International & Legal Affairs Committee

09/26/26
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Celebrate Safe Communities at Pearlridge Center (Mauka/Uptown)

10/07/26
10:00 a.m. - City Council Meeting

2026 CITY COUNCIL CALENDAR

To view and download the 2026 City Council Calendar, please visit honolulucitycouncil.org.

Paid for (or paid in part) by the taxpayers of the City and County of Honolulu.
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	Persons filing for the home exemption should provide age verification.  Contact RPAD if you need to confirm we have your date of birth on file.  Homeowners must live on the property as their principal residence.  The home exemption is granted based on the age of the senior homeowner among all owners with a claim on record.  Property owners with an existing home exemption and a birthdate on file do not need to reapply for the new exemption amount, as the exemption will automatically increase based on the homeowner’s age.  If you are filing as a trust, please provide the trust document when submitting.
	The City’s Department of Budget and Fiscal Services also reminds homeowners to file a home exemption with RPAD to replace a deceased claimant with a surviving owner who has a home exemption on file to avoid losing their home exemption.
	This exemption will take effect on July 1, 2027, and will continue for each tax year unless there is a change affecting eligibility.
	Other changes in status – such as the claimant’s ownership of the property or relocation of the principal home to a different property – will cause the exemption to be disallowed.  The owner-claimant must report the change in status to RPAD within 30 days.  Failure to notify RPAD of the changes may subject the homeowner to back taxes and a civil penalty for each year that the change remains unreported.
	Visit realproperty.honolulu.gov to file a home exemption claim online or to download a claim form.  Claim forms may be hand-delivered or mailed to either RPAD office.  For a receipted copy when mailing, enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope.  For proof of filing, mail the claim form via certified or registered mail and retain the receipt.  Additional exemption and real property assessment information can also be found online.  Homeowners may also check the website under “Property Records Search” to see if they already have a home exemption in effect.  Inquiries may be submitted via email to bfsrpmailbox@honolulu.gov or by calling (808) 768-3799.
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